
T h e  b i r d l i f e  i n  R u a h a  N P  i s  g o o d  y e a r - r o u n d  w i t h  o v e r  5 7 4  b i r d  s p e c i e s
r e c o g n i s e d  i n  t h e  P a r k .  B i r d i n g  i s  h o w e v e r  a t  i t s  b e s t  f r o m  N o v e m b e r  t o  A p r i l

( G r e e n  S e a s o n )  w h e n  P a l e a r c t i c  a n d  i n t r a - A f r i c a n  m i g r a n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t .  D u r i n g
t h i s  t i m e ,  m a n y  r e s i d e n t  b i r d  s p e c i e s  a r e  n e s t i n g  a n d  a r e  i n  b r e e d i n g  p l u m a g e .

N o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  b l o o m s  o f  b u t t e r f l i e s  a n d  w i l d  f l o w e r s  t h a t  f i l l  t h e  l a n d s c a p e !  
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A t  I k u k a  w e  c a n  o f f e r  2  t y p e s  o f  b i r d i n g  t r i p s ,  e x c l u s i v e  u s e  s e t  d e p a r t u r e
g r o u p  b i r d i n g  s a f a r i s  o r  p r i v a t e l y  g u i d e d  b e s p o k e  b i r d i n g  t r i p s  f o r  c o u p l e s  o r
f a m i l i e s .  O u r  g u i d e s  a r e  e x p e r t l y  t r a i n i n g  o n  t h e  b i r d s  o f  R u a h a  a n d  a l l  h a v e  a
r e a l  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e m .  W e  a l s o  w o r k  w i t h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  l o c a l  g u i d e  b a s e d  i n
I r i n g a  c a l l e d  M l a w i l a  L e o n s  ( I n s t a g r a m  H E R E )  w h o  h a s  g r o w n  u p  a l o n g s i d e  R u a h a
N P  a n d  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  b i r d i n g  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

O u r  v e h i c l e s  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  w e l c o m e  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  o n  s a f a r i  w i t h
p l e n t y  o f  s p a c e .  W e  h a v e  a  r a n g e  o f  v e h i c l e  s i z e s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  d i f f e r e n t
s i z e s  o f  g r o u p s  a l l o w i n g  f o r  s p a c e  f o r  c a m e r a s  e t c .  W e  a l s o  p r o v i d e  b e a n b a g s
a n d  a l l  t h e  u s u a l  s a f a r i  c o m f o r t s  t o  e n s u r e  y o u  g e t  t h e  m o s t  f r o m  y o u r  s a f a r i .  

D u r i n g  o u r  G r e e n  S e a s o n  ( J a n - M a r c h )  w e  c a n  o f f e r  s p e c i a l  r a t e s  a n d  a  3  f o r  2 o r
4  f o r  3  o f f e r  w h i c h  m a k e s  a  s t a y  a t  I k u k a  e v e n  m o r e  a f f o r d a b l e .  

C A R D I N A L  Q U E L E A S C A R L E T  C H E S T  S U N B I R D V I O L E T  B A C K E D  S T A R L I N G R U A H A  H O R N B I L L

R U A H A  R E D  B I L L E D  H O R N B I L L
I n  1 9 9 7  a r t i s t s  a n d  l o n g  t e r m  R u a h a  e x p e r t s
R o b e r t  G l e n  a n d  S u e  S t o l b e r g e r  d i s c o v e r e d
a  n e w  s p e c i e s  o f  h o r n b i l l  w h i c h  w a s
e n d e m i c  t o  R u a h a .  T h e  R u a h a  h o r n b i l l  o r
R e d  B i l l e d  h o r n b i l l  i s  r e c o g n i s a b l e
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u e  t o  i t s  s m a l l  s i z e ,  b o l d
p l u m a g e  a n d  s t r i k i n g  o r a n g e y /  y e l l o w  e y e s .
W e  a l w a y s  e n j o y  s p o t t i n g  t h e m  a n d  s o  w e
d e c i d e d  t o  u s e  i t  a s  o u r  l o g o  a t  I k u k a !  
 

W I T H  T H A N K S  T O  S U E  S T O L B E R G E R  F O R  H E R  S T U N N I N G  B I R D I N G  S H O T S  W W W . R U A H A N O T E S . C O M

https://www.safaribookings.com/ruaha/birds
https://www.instagram.com/mlawilaleons/
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B i r d i n g  S p e c i a l s – T r e a t s  f o r  A v i d  B i r d e r s
( E )  e n d e m i c  =  o n l y  l i v e s  i n  T a n z a n i a

A m u r  f a l c o n
A s h y  s t a r l i n g  ( E )
B r o w n  p a r r o t
B u f f - c r e s t e d  b u s t a r d
C o l l a r e d  p a l m - t h r u s h
D u s k y  t u r t l e  d o v e
D ’ A r n a u d ’ s  b a r b e t
E m e r a l d - s p o t t e d  w o o d  d o v e
G o l i a t h  h e r o n
L o n g - c r e s t e d  e a g l e
R u a h a  c h a t
S o u t h e r n  g r o u n d  h o r n b i l l
T a n z a n i a n  r e d - b i l l e d  h o r n b i l l  ( E )
W h i t e - b e l l i e d  b u s t a r d
W h i t e - b e l l i e d  g o - a w a y  b i r d
Y e l l o w - c o l l a r e d  l o v e b i r d
V e r r e a u x ’ s  e a g l e

O u r  G u i d e s
T h e  o w n e r  o f  I k u k a ,  M a r k  S h e r i d a n -
J o h n s o n ,  i s  h i m s e l f  a  h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d
s a f a r i  g u i d e  a n d  a s  s u c h  I k u k a
r e c o g n i s e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h o w  t h e
r i g h t  e x p e r t  c a n  t r a n s f o r m  a  s a f a r i
e x p e r i e n c e .  A t  I k u k a  w e  h a v e  3  e x p e r t
i n - h o u s e  b i r d i n g  g u i d e s  a n d  w e  b r i n g  i n
l o c a l  s p e c i a l i s t  b i r d e r  M l a w i l a  L e o n s
f r o m  I r i n g a .  M l a w i l a  h a s  s t u d i e d  t h e
b i r d s  o f  R u a h a  s i n c e  h e  w a s  a  c h i l d .  H e
a l s o  t r a i n s  s a f a r i  g u i d e s  w i t h i n  R u a h a
N P  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  i m p o r t a n t
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .   

https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Eleonora%27s+falcon%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Ashy+starling%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Meyer%27s+parrot%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?text=%20%22Buff-crested%20bustard%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Collared+palm-thrush%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Namaqua+dove%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Turtur+chalcospilos%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Goliath+heron%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Long-crested+eagle%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Ground+hornbill%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Tanzanian+red-billed+hornbill%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Black-bellied+bustard%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?text=White-bellied%20go-away%20bird
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22Yellow-collared+lovebird%22&z=e
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=%22African+fish+eagle%22&z=e

